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25 Shewing the Abſurdity of the reigning Interpre- 
tation put vous Jo 's famous Text, xix. 2 5,26. 3 
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RESURRECTION. 


«A good Tree cannot being forth evil 
« Fruit: neither can a corrupt Tree * 
forth good Fruit. 


« Every Tree that bringeth not forth good 
« Fruit, is hewn down and caſt into the 
« Fire. 


40 Wherefore by their Fruits ye ſhall know 
S/N 1 Matth. vil. 18, 19, = 


 FOWEVER bold and daring this 
H recent Doctrine, to the learned 
World may at firſt Sight appear, and 
888 yet more amazing and ſtrange to 
thoſe more Eſpecially, whoſe ſolemn and 


„i'! 


T2 F 
happy Province it may be, from the ed 
Functions they enjoy, to unravel and diſ- 


cloſe the myſterious Paſſages, which are fre- 
quently found interſperſed, throughout the 


ſacred Oracles of the Holy Scriptures, would 
one ſingle Reflection only be duly attended 
to, cultivated and improved, thoſe miſts which 


as Clouds may have heretofore obſcured 
human Knowledge and Conceptions of 
true Divinity, with Reſpect to my preſent 

Subject as more particularly relative to the 
Reſurrection of the Body, in a material Sub- 
ſtance, would quickly diſſipate, and be ſcat- 
tered, together with che Cauſe: Such a 
Refle&ion will ſoon bring them, and all 
mankind confeſſedly to a Conviction, that 
the heavenly Ardour, ſuch noble and 2 


haken Zeal towards, and ſuch unfeign 


and pious Deſires to be with God, = 


truly admirable Fervency of Spirit, invin- 


cible Fortitude and Reſolution for heavenly 
Atchievements, which impell'd and influ- 
eheed the more enobled pagan Souls, into 
the ſerious invariable Reflections, - exalted 
Meditations, and publick Profeſſions of 

; the 


12311 
the Soul's Immortality, and its immediate 
Tranſit, upon the Diſſolution of the material 
Body into the Poſſeſſion of a future State 
of ineſtimable Felicity or eternal Miſery; 
ſuch I fay, as have been herein before 
mentioned, and which are recorded in their 
Works, and tranſmitted down to us “, are 
all Streams flowing directly or indirectly 
10 2 the ſacred Fountain of Heaven; whence 
the Jews as well as we Chriſtians have 
received the more beneficial a illuminated 
Doctrine of divine Revelation, and from 
the Purity of their Growth, and extreme 
Perfection to which they arrived, muſt be 
allowed to be genuine and unadulterated, 
ſo that nothing contained in the Holy Scrip- 
ſttlres can poſſibly contradict or be repug- 
nant to them. 
Indeed there are ſome Paſliges in ths 
Old and New Teſtament, which through 
miſcomprehenſion, erroneous and fallacious 
_ Interpretations, have proved very detrimental 
ang deſtructive to the well underſtanding 


* Alluding to the preceding Diſcourſes raiſed —_ 
the Platonic Syſtem of. Philoſophy. 


B 2 5 of 
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of the ſacred Truths contained in the 


general Syſtem; and this muſt chiefly be 


attributed to a monſtrous and unaccount- © 


able Stride, moſt injudiciouſly taken by 


— 


the Interpreters of Revelation, in turning 


their Attention to a diſtant View, and 
taking the Examination of the latter and 
remote End of it, abruptly into Conſide- 


ration, without previouſly reflecting upon 


the preliminary Stages. By means of which, 
and which only, the End can be rendered 
uſeful or intelligible *; juſt as if the Al- 
phabet was laid down for a Pupil's Inſtruc- 
tion into the uſe and, formation of Letters, 


and inſtead of duly inveſtigating the lead- 


ing Characters of the Alpha, and the whole 
Train of Letters in the Order wherein 
they ſucceſſively follow one another, the 
Youth indiſcreetly graſps at and lays. hold 
of the Omega, and thus commences the 
purſuit of his Studies at the Stern which 
he more prudently ſhould have begun at 
the Head; ſuch an N in Naviga- 


* This will manifeſtly appear in a Diſcourſe. on | 
Man's original State in *. | 
tion 


[5] 


tion would ſoon convince the 1 of its. 
Tmpropriety, and make him truly ſenſible. of 
the Danger thereby incurred of a Wreck, or 
1 at leaſt. of a total Incapacity of ſteering his 
richly laden Barque into the deſired Port; 
and therefore as in a curious piece of Me- 
| chaniſm in Clock-work, a Deficiency or 
PDefect in the moſt minute or inconſiderable 

5 Spring retards the Motion, thwarts, and diſ- 
concerts, or renders uſeleſs and inſignificant, 
"all. and every the more weighty and im- 
portant Powers. Or as the Violence of the 
Tooth-ach, in the more enobled Machine 
of Man, fruſtrates and diſcompoſes the 
Peace, Eaſe and Tranquility of his Mind, 
and becomes painful and troubleſome to the 
whole human Fabric; ſo in a ſuch- like 
Manner, Error or Miſpriſion 1 in conception, 
of any! fundamental and ſacred Truth con- 
tained in Holy Writ, though trivial | and 
| frivolous ; in itſelf, as relative to the greater 
Baſe or grols Bulk, yet. ſo does it entangle, 
perplex, diſunite and enervate, the glorious 
Luſtre and exuberant Force, which would 
otherwiſe ſplendidly illumine and bear an 
9 or 


» we . 1 


n . * — 
ET — . 


1 
incontroulable Sway, throughout the whole 
Syſtem; that it ſeems equally as neceſſity. 


in the preſent Inſtance, to purge and por 
the ſacred Diamonds, thus highly "injured, 
of the deteſtable Scurf and Rubbiſh, which 
tarniſh and conceal their otherwiſe heavenly 


Pulchritude and Ornament, to reſtore the 


ſtately Pyramid to, its own, proper ge N 


Purity and Perfection; as to apply ſeaſon- 


able Ingredients, either to alleviate or dif- 


pel the Torture of the Tooth, or to "refit 
and reinſtate the Impediment of the Spring. 


Or finally, if need be to remove the one as 


well as totally to extirpate or eradicate the 
other, 


of the genuine Truth, in the interpretation 
of the following weighty Text, is owit 


the Production. of all thoſe Incoherencies, 
Contradictions and Inconſiſtences, which at 


this Juncture ſo cloud and tarniſh that lo 

and delectable Comelineſo, Grace and Ma- 

jeſty, that invariable Sclidity and Perfection 
which 


'To ſuch a Au Wi in 2th Procek 5 
of our Enquiry after, and to a fuch-Iike 
Defect or Deficiency in our underftanding 


© n 
2 8 Is 


by 


171 
which would otherwiſe ſhine forth more 


brillant than the Sun's Meridian, and reflect 


with its peerleſs Rays and benign Influ- 
ence the moſt agreeable Harmony and 
Concord throughout the ſacred Scriptures, 
which - heretofore ſeem to have been 


ſcreened, as with a Vail from the human 


Intellect, and hurled as it were headlong 


into thoſe perplexing Labirynths of Igno- 
rance and Infatuation, -with reſpect to the 
immediate Paſs and Regeneration of the 
Souls of true Believers, in a final and im- 
mediate Reſurrection, in a glorious, illu- 
minous and truly fpiritual Body. The 


whole Tenor of the ſacred Writ, wrote for. 
our Inſtruction, doth but triumphantly, in 


the moſt clear and intelligible manner and 
without any ambiguous Let or Impediment, 


pronounce and plainly demonſtrate and aver 


the Truth and Veracity of my Afﬀertion, 
which with God's Favour and Direction, 
be my weak Endeavours now the Taſk to 

illuſtrate and duly reconcile.” For certain jt 


is that the heavenly Verity, the principal 
Source and Fountain of all Religion, cen- 
B 4 EEE 


» 


— & oy r . Or Op Cy” 
” 


* 
| 


— 


— en 


— — 


— 
* — 


— 
2 


| - quently no Contrariety or Contradiction, 


„„ 
ters in this Knowledge or Belief, that God 
is infallible. and cannot err, and 'conſe- 


no Repugnancy or Abſurdity whatſoever 


n poſſibly be found or conceived in his 


pol whether uſhered in vocal Sounds to 


his Prophets and Apoſtles,” or through the 
more general filent Vehicle of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and that without Diſtinction W 


to Jews, Gentiles or Chriſtians. Un? . 
Thus the leading Text is taken from "ON 


Book of Job xix. 25, 26, Verſes. “ For - 
„ know. (faith he) that my Redeemer 
c liveth, and that he ſhall and at * 
be latter Day upon the Earth. Miche 


* And though after my Skin; 8 
« deſtroy this Body, FI in my Fleſh _ 
“I ſce God.” 4 


The next and Gngular a one, py vo" appears 


to me to ſtand charged with a tendency 


to any Colour or Pretence from the New 


Teſtament, to ratify the ſuppoſed validity 


of the Interpretation put upon the aforego- 
ing Paſſage, ſeems to be taken from St. 


- 
* 


Paul, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 


vi. 
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vi. 19. n he faith-: © What, know yr 


* hot that your Body is the Temple of 


the Holy Ghoſt which is in you, which 


ve * of God, and een ent 


cc own.” 


An appeal to theſe Paſſages of 4 Holy | 


D Senn as Authorities to ere or main: 
tain the preſent tottering Foundation of 
the eſtabliſhed Doctrine on the Reſurrec- 


tion of the Body, in a material Subſtance, 


Will ſuddenly appear flagrant and moſt in- 


Judiciouſly calculated, as no greater Repug 
nancy can ariſe in the Nature of Things, 
than to appeal to the Doctrine of theſe 
ſacred Penmen, the whole Tenor of whoſe 
reſpective Works is ſo repugnant and diame 
trically oppoſite to any ſuch egregious 2 


Contradiction, and evinceth from the cleareſt 
Demonſtration that no ſuch Impropriety 


or Abſurdities could poſſibly have crept, into 
or flowed from their Conception of divine 


Revelation, or otherwiſe ſpiritually formed 


in their ſacred Boſoms, more eſpecially as 
. theſe inſpired Authors may well be ſaid 
upon every Occaſion to haye been eſteemed 

* the 


( 10] 
the moſt declared Enemies to any ſuch 
enormous way of thinking, and therefore 
ſuch an injudicious Interpretation may be 
r eee E e their 
ou Intentions. 

Whereupon I cannot help wn, | 
that{ſhould this Text" of Job's be under- 
oed, as it now here ſtands tranſlated into 
Engliſh from the original Hebrew, it doth, 
and will of itfelf, without any Comment or 
Muſtration, claſh with and repugn his Doc- 
trine, every where elſe ſo contrarily mani- 
feſt and abundantly expreſſive, and ſuch an 
Interpretation or Conſtruction put upon it, 
muſt therefore primarily be expunged, be- 
fore T can be able with any Propriety or 
reafonable Pretence, to advance or propoſe | 
to elucidate the whole Piece or Tenor of 
his divine Work; for true it is, in this, as 
in every other Caſe of human Operation, 
that the perfection of every individual 
Thing depends upan the perfectneſs of the 
ſymetry and uniformity of its Totality or 
whole Baſe, Omnis enim pars eſt imper fectior 
totv ſuv. It is ſo, I preſume, inconteſtably 
1 | true, 
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{ 11 ] 
true, a8 well in Metaphyficks as in Theo- 
logy, as in natural Philoſophy, every Part 
or Partel is more N eye Pa 80 Z 
Whole. e , OF 17 
The ſacred Record is Sai to þ 


be confidered' as one Chapter or complete 
= Sentence, and the Context as well as the 
favouri ite Text 1 18 to be maturely weigh ed, | 


ſcrutinized, examined and collectively Rudy. | 


ed, or otherwiſe any Determination thrown 


upon either the one, or the other, muſt 
center in F olly, Ignorante or Injuſtice, aud 
can be no leſs ' pardonable in the Interpre- 
ter than it would be in a temporal Judge 
to ſuperviſe and examine the Pleadings at 


4 Law. on Record, on the behalf of the | 
Plaintiff, and reject or pay a total r wo . 
to thoſe 1 in favour of the Defendant. 


If. therefore upon a fair and candid . 


quiſition 1 ſhall be enabled to reconcile 


the now ſeemingly Contradictions, and to 
collect the ſcattered Pearls, and throw them 


| as-it were into a Clufter, I truſt, from the 


Neceflity and Expedieney of ſo doing, 
Rn will be convinged of the inſta- 
dility 


_ Job i iv. 48, 19, 20. 1 Chap. vii. 9, 10. 
IT 6 He 


1 


bikty and unfirmneſs of the now reigning 


Interpretation, erected upon ſo ſandy, un- 
- warrantable and unjuſtifiable a F oundation, 


the Superſtructure muſt as out of a Caſe of 
Neceſſity, as well as the material Subject 


itſelf, fall to the Ground, and the F all 
muſt in conſequence needs prove final, and 


terminate in the peremptory Decree paſſed by 


Godon the firſt Man, viz. © Duſt thou art 


« and to Duſt ſhall thou return.” 
Agreeable to this ſacred Truth delivered 


| — Moſes, it was that holy Job had pre- 
viouſly ſpoke of God and ſaid ®, „ Behold. 
ee he putteth no Truſt in his Servants, and 


« his Angels he charged with Folly. 


- 20 How much. leſs in them that dwell i in 


40 Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foundation is in the 


e Duſt which are cruſhed before the Moth. 


„They are deſtroyed from Morning to 


« Evening,. they periſh. for ever without 
regarding it; and fo again . | 


c As the Cloud is conſumed, Ad 


« vaniſhed away: 80 he that goeth ied | 


« 0 the Grave, ſhall e come up no more.. 


1439 : 
2 « He ſhall return no more to his Houſe, 
cc neither ſhall wig Place n him wy 
cc more.“ a f ö 
Theſe Quotations ſtated from the Beete d Tm 
1 in contradiction to, and more eſpecially 
of the eſtabliſhed Doctrine raiſed upon the 
preceding Text, may with a candid obſer- 
vant Reader for the preſent amply. ſuffice, 
as an Authority ſufficiently authentic, of 
their Incongruity. and Incoherence with 
the favourite Text, how much more ſo. ſtill 
ſatisfactorily muſt it need appear in the Se- 
quel, when reconciled together and rendered 
conſiſtant with the Holy Bible throughout, and 
thence confirmed by the Sandion and indiſ- 
putable Authority of Goſpel- Revelation: But 
if the original Hebrew can be found capable 
with juſt Propriety of the Language, and 
without any Derogation to the Dignity of 
the Subject to bear the following Tranſla- 
tion, then without further Doubt or Heſita- | 
tion, all kind of Objection now ſuſpected 
muſt neceſſarily evaporate, and together with 
the Cauſe itſelf, vaniſh into its original 
Nothing For thus my marginal Note upon 
renders 


-x—_ 


De 


py CAT IEDIED =gEdoe=nin * — 
nnn ... 
——— — * * * r 


* 


ADS ee —— 
— — — 


— 


— —— > I 
= ve 
2 — 


* — — 2 — SS 
— — CESS 
6 peut * 


| {#Y 
_ renders this Text, viz. © After I ſhall awake, 
et though this Body be deſtroyed, yet out 
of my Fleſh ſhall I fee Gd. 
From whence I ſhall beg leave to * 
no more nor leſs than I ſhall be hereafter 
able to prove from its correſponding Text 
of St. Paul to the Theſſalonians, which 
carries a pure Relation to the * Sleep of the 
Soul, and not to the Sleep of the Body, 
for the latter, from the Sentence pronounced 
upon it, does unavoidably terminate in Duſt, 
without any Diſtinction from that of a Cart- 
wheel, to that wherewith all Nature is 
- clothed, and which in the End will be 
indiſcriminately diflolved into its firſt origi- 
nal Nothing, 1 Theſſalonians iv. 14. For 
« if we believe that Jeſus died, and roſe 
* again, even ſo them alſo which ſleep in 


| * Referring to @ prior Argument on one and one 
only general Judgment and Reſurrection as incongru- 
ous, under John v. 24. Verily verily I fay unto you, 
« He that heareth my Word, and believeth on him 
that ſent me, hath everlaſting Life, and ſhall not 
5 come into condemnation ; but is paſſed from Death 
'< unto Life,” Tyo general Reſurrections accounted 


for by Viſion, 
« Jeſus, 
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. «/ Jeſus, will God bring with him.” Con- 
cordant with this Interpretation it is, that 


the ſame Apoſtle, in his moſt excellent Diſ- 


courſe to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. xv. hath laid 


down this certain and invariable Truth, © that 
« Fleſh and Blood cannot enter or inherit 


* the Kingdom of Heaven. Neither can 
if Corruption inherit Incorruption.” And the 


Maxim which Ariſtotle; as a Philoſopher, 
hath laid down, is in this reſpect equally 


as certain and invariable, 4 Privatione ad 
Habitum non datur regreſſus, Life once loſt 
can never be renewed. 


The * Sleep mentioned ER mw 
relative to the Soul of N and is to be 


28 Conſidered we briefly diſcuſſed under Daniel's 
Prophecy, in an introductory Diſcourſe to Plato's 
Divinity, Daniel xii. 2. * And many of them that fleep 
jn the Duſt of the Earth ſhall awake, ſome to 
c“ everlaſting Life,” and fome to Shame and everlaſting 
«© Contempt.” Note, the Diſtinction here is great 


| between the many of them that ſleep in the Duſt 


of the Earth, and the Duſt itſelf. The many allud- 
ing to the Souls, and Duſt indiſcriminately to all 
Bodies, ſentenced under the Curſe to return to Duſt, 
one Viſion will clear this up ſatisfactorily, whereof 
four of Souls will appear in the Work. 
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1 16 1 
underſtood only of Souls in general, and 


hath no manner of regard to the Favourites 
of Heaven in particular, as the Context in 


its Place will clearly evince, and with equal 


Juſtice there can be no Injury done in 
giving Job's Conception of divine Revelation, 
the ſame Scale as a Standard to weigh the 
fotegoing Context by, for certain it is, that 
from the aſſured Knowledge he had received 
as to this Matter, he clearly underſtood, 


and ſo intended to inform Mankind, that 


the natural Body of Man, whoſe Founda- 
tion is in the Duſt, ſhould be deſtroyed ; 


nevertheleſs out of his Fleſh ſhould he ſee 


God, and though Job might not have been 


| ſo comprehenſive of the manner as the 
| Apoſtle was, yet with no leſs Knowledge and 
Aſſurance doth he avouch his Teſtimony, 


than St. Paul when he tells the Corinthians, 
not only the manner, but with reſpe& to 
himſelf, how he ſhall ſee God, and that is 


in a ſpiritual Body and inſtantaneouſly too, 


for faith he: We know, that if our 
0 cantly Houſe of this Tabernacle were 


"OP 2 Cor v: I. 


cc hel 


wi 


* diſſolved, we have a Building of God, 
1 an Houſe not n with Hands eternal 
in the Heavens. 
For in this we grone eaimeſtly; defiring 
_w_ be eloathed upon with our Houſe 
which is from Heaven. 
This Apoſtle here and in the ſeventh 
e to the Romans, ſhews vety intelll- 
gibly, the Occaſion of the Uneaſineſs and 
Anxiety wherewith he is perplexed to get 
rid of his earthly Tabernacle," and is more 
aſſuredly convinced of the intolerable Clog 
and Impediment it was to his Soul's Felicity, 
than Plato can be ſuppoſed to have been, 
and therefore from a Conviction fully evident 
of it, It is that he appeals to Heaven for a 
Releaſement from it, and cries out * * O 
et qyretched Man that I am, who ſhall de- 
te liver me from the Body of this Death, 
or rather, as in the marginal Note, who 
ſhould deliver him from that Body of Death, 
he knew from his Appeal, that God only 
could releaſe him and paſs him, I mean 
the inward Man, immediately into Heaven, 
Kom. vii. 24. 
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of 18 f 
und from what hach been — 


he as aſſuredly expected it as much as the 
Thief upon the Croſs with equal Confidence 


might have dene, when our Saviour told 


in Paradiſe;“ wherein it is to be well 
obſerved, that the Souls of theſe Men, can 


Matter, for with reſpect to the material 
Sheaths of the one, as well as to thoſe of 
the other, they were as apparently viſible, 
or at leaſt might ſo be, and in the fame 


identical State of Matter corruptible, as was 


or might be, the Body viſible of Socrates 


at his Funeral, and the one as well as the 


tber might wich equal Prepdleey if wot 


with equal and greater Aſſurance have ſaid, 
as the Report is given of him by Plato in 


his Perſon to have done, viz. © Do not think 
that after 1 am dead, that at my Funeral 


you carry out Socrates and bury him, 


| under Ground; no, you ought to ſay only 


*s 


_ that you bury my Body or Carcaſs, 


„but ' I ſhall go to the Felicities of the 
c“ Bleſſed IAG Hence we may. ſafely 


. | 2 rely 


| 19] | 
tely upon the Speech of Job, 2 well as 
from that of our Saviour or St. Paul, Tully 
or Socrates, that the Reſurrection of the 
Body now under Argument, muſt have had 
regard to the ſpiritual Perſons only of theſe 
Men rendered perfect and in full Perfection 
were thus arrived unto their ultimate and 
final State of Purity and Perfection in Bliſs 
and Glory *, and the Parable of the Grain 
of Muſtard Seed fully exemplified, which 
 myſjerious Relation revealed, in its proper 
Place will be more fully demonſtrated. 
From this Piece of Intelligence, one would 
be apt to think it very ſtrange and incon- 
ceiveably true, that the race of Mankind 
ſhould for ſo many ſucceeding Generations 
in the bleſſed Ara of Chriſtianity, continue 
in ſo fatal a State of Darkneſs and Obſcurity, - 
as to be ſo deficient and blindfolded i in their 


* At to a n in a prior Diſcourſe on the 
final Regeneration under John iii. 6, 7. * That which 
„ js born of the Fleſh, is Fleſh; and that which is 


- * born of the Spirit, is Spirit. 
_ © Marvel not that I faid unto thee, Ye muſt þe 


6 born hy 
'C x Dif 


Tas ade at ary 


[p20] 


Diſcernment of the Scriptures, in their juſt 
and true Light and genuine Intendment, 
with reſpect to the Cauſe in Hand, and 
| Inſtead of gradually and with adequate 


Ardour tracing the Paths of the Spirit of 


God, revealed to Man, and thence worthily | 


digeſting the inviolable Laws of Heaven and 
bringing the Fruits thereof into Maturity i in 


a ſeaſonable Time, ſhould as it were force 


the determinate'Laws of Nature, and forcibly 
ſtrain upon her to yield her wonted Produc- 
tion in the moſt unſeaſonable Seaſons; for 
is it not a violent Conſtraint laid upon the 


Law of Nature, and doth not Man arrogate 


to himſelf the greateſt and vaineſt of Pre- 


ſumptions when he - uſurps a concluſive 


Right compulſively to claim a compullive 


and concluſive Expectation of a general and 


univerſal Reſtitution of Man in a State of 


Matter, when the Voice of God hath ſo 


expreſſively aſſured him, that all the viſible 


"World and every Particle of Matter ſhall be 
| diſſolved, and yet what can be more obvious 


than this abſurdity, and what more need be 
ſaid to point out to Man his own groſs 
_ Weak- 


3 


1 21 vi 

Weakneſs and Imperfection in this ne g 
Nature; if hodiernal Experience and oc- 
cular Demonſtration are not Self. evidence 
ſufficient to convince, him, of this Truth, 
| what other can he and. dareth to demand 3 
the weakneſs and imperfection. of Fleſh and 
Blood is indeed moſt. immoderately im- 
menſe and garniſhed with a moſt flagrant 
and unaccountable Store of Levity and 
Hypocriſy in the preſent Inſtance, to reſt 
an Affair of ſo great weight and unſpeak - 
able Importance, as to the Souls of Men, 
on ſo uncouth, and unſtable a Baſis. A 
Baſis ſo unſtable and uncouth, that upon the 
turn of Tranſlation in'a fingle Particle of 
Grammar, one ſingle Prepoſition ſhould be 
ſo wonderfully pregnant and ſo potentially 

| deciſive as to govern and direct all and every 
the other Parts, and thence fruſtrate and 
defeat all and every the true Deſigns of the 
greater Bulk, and this not only, but even 
to overthrow the Foundation itſelf; and the 
Superſtructure muſt of courſe partake of 
the Fate attendant og its e -Un- 
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der weh A Guidance and Direction how 


fatally baulked and diſappointed muſt Man 
neceſſarily be, in his moſt ſanguine and ex- 
alted Hopes of Futurity; however ſurprizing 
nevertheleſs this may appear, it is ſtill no 
leſs than the Truth; were the temporal 
Judges at Law or Equity to diſplay under 
their Bantzer, no clearer Diſcernment in cons. 
troyerted Matters debated before them, and 
not more ſhrewdly and with greater Perſpi· 5 
cuity, Solidity and Precifion of Diſlipction 
form their Judgements of the Intention of 
Men upon human folemn Acts and Deeds, 
the Courts in general, and Mankind too in 
Conſequence, would quickly find themſelves 
plunged in the moſt . unfathomable and 


irretrievable Labyrinths of Diſcord and 


Confuſion c. . 
Reaſon it is ee Fine bag 


| e in theſe temporal Courts of Judica- 
ture, and under her auguſt Moderation, 


Rules and Directions, the Judges decree 


Alludi ng to a prior Ditbouaſe on the b 18 
and Unfitneſs of Reaſon only to diſcern and direct us 


in the ' Purkyi of (piritugl Concernments. 


and 


indeed the ſovereign Lady acts within her 
and Abettors, and with Regard to my 
preſent: Argument, her aſſiſtance only, 
though in a Matter more ſublime; as that 
_ of Divinity ſhould erer be conſidered, wilt 
prove an Auxiliary abundantiy powerful 
to throw aſide the clara obſcura, and bring 
the alledged dubious Paier * Mus” te an 
happy 8 
In Matters more ſublime — Z 
as thoſe of heavenly Concernments are, We 


| ſhould and muſt apply for a more potential 
Ally to guide and direct us, where Reaſon 
and Philoſophy loſe their Force, or we 
ſhall affuredly miſs our way, if not fall into 
pernicious Errors and Deluſions, and there 
we may paradventure ever grope in the 
Dark, Geir mig our Eſſays to get gut, 
yet never arrive at or come within the 
Beams or Rays of celeſtial Lights, but ne- 
vertheleſs it ſeems as if Mankind were never 
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of this important Director, but rather trifle. 


away his Time, through Inobſervation; 


Whimſy / or Inattention to the Work he 


was upon, and the Mode whereby it is to bo: 
effected, or idly toyed and played the Wag: 
with his favourite Reaſon, and: liſtening». 
iodeterminately to its Dictates, and at the 
ſame” time Heedlefsly regarding the weighty: 
Negotiations which ſhould more. ardently 
be proſecuted to procure the Intereſt and 
Aſſiſtance of this powerful Ally; Man 
through ſuch £ a kind of Indolence or Inat- 
tention,” looking one way and ſteering the 
other without any Line, Rule or Compaſs in 
the midſt of the boiſterous Billows of worldly. 
Confuſion, and having neither Ballaſt enough _ 
to poize his Barque, nor Sheet Anchor, nor 
Cable to weather the Emergency, is ſo in 
Perplexity toſſed to and fro and neee 
in his Extremity, that he giyes way to the 
Torrent, and whilſt his Soul, is thus buſily * 
imployed i in irregular Acts of Contemplation, 
15 Brain is ſo unfortunately a with 


12861 
abſtract Reaſoning,; that che poor Creature 


is: totally abſorbed in the ah Nu 
of. infatuated Imagination. 2 

What can eyince the Truth, of this r- HY 
von better than the helpleſs. indigent State 
of the preſent controverted Queſtion, - lo! 


here is a Prepoſition capable of a double 
Entendre, double Meaning, conſequently of 
two different and diſtinct Interpretations. It 


is granted to be ſuſceptible of both, or either. 


the one or of the other, through the various 
Languages of Greek, Latin and Hebrew, 
but when to ſerve a peculiar' End, abortive 
of the true and real Deſign of it, the 
Engliſh Tranſlation renders. it In, inſtead. of 
Out % with an Anecdote howeyer to 
change the Ambiguity, this however is not 
all, for if we obſerve the Words antecedent 


to my Tranſlation, VIZ. * Fe or when or after 


« I ſhall awake, though this Body be de- 
4 5 ſtroyed. yet out of my Fleſh ſhall I ſee 
God,“ we muſt rationally allow. them to 


peer 2. pure Relation to Meg. Sheep of the 
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186]. 
| - may. be attributed in- 


Oecaſior to quote 2 Angle Senti- 
ment. 6% 0 any Pert of my Undertak- 
ing, as a Sdecour or Support to thoſe of 
mitte, but as be is one of the declared Ad- 
eee whom -I have: to contend, be 
N. dee from me. His Remark i is org vis: 
The firſt Cauſe af abſurd Coneluſions 1 
© aſcribe. to the want of Method, in that 
( ſpeaking f Philoſophers) they begin not 
their Natiorinations from Definitions, that is 
« from ſettled $i ignifications'of their Words, 
a8 if they could caſt Accounts without 
knowing the Value of the numerical 
Words one two and three ary ee 

The Want of adequate Conceptions of the 
Nature ahd a more juſt Definition of "the 
Soul of Man, ſeems to occafion a fimilar 


Impropnety in. the preſent Inſtance, n and 


_ 1 e n to ae! in its 


8 4 -> * Jy, * 3 * FE # - . Pr [ 
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proper Place; but wick regetd to my my pre- 
ent Argument and in orde Web ee 
avoid as much as poſſfible the Difficulty 
ſuggelted under à double Entendre of 4 
ſingle Prepofition, 1 wil Bere "fate" the 
Rule in Law, which will be — 
ſufficient when applied to Divinity, under 
ſimilar Circumſtances, to guide and Hire 
he moſt ſerupulous and/Judicious Divine." 
Ex antetedentibus er ronſeguentibus fit opti- 
ma Interpretatio, which upon the preſent 
Oecaſion I would beg Leave to render into 
Engliſh” thus, from the Subject Matters 


moſt ape” and "beſt nte on to 
made. N e FR 20 F $4749 4444 . 
Ares to tis the learned Judges as 
well as Counſel do ever prudentiy collect 

every minute Circumſtance "antecedent to 

as well as that 'which may be poſterior” ts 
the Clauſe ſuſpected or pregnant of a Flaw, 
and wiſely and judicioufly weigh | and Har- 
towy examine the Caſe, (as for example it 
might be that of 4 Will,) herein the true 
Senſe, Meaning and Intention of the Teſtator 
is 
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| 5 28 > 
is moſt. maturely, - ſcrupulouſly and moſt 


_ profoundly . penetrated into, conſidered. and 


reſolved upon, and thence theſe venerable | 


| Sages form their Judgments and Determi- 


nations. accordingly, . and to proceed further, 


theſe auguſt Sages: will not be abſolutely 


confined. or tied down to frivolous Miſpriſi- 


ons or the Errors of a Clerk, but the rather, 


will, occaſionally raiſe and inforce a tacit 


Implication in Law to ſupply the Deficiency 


or Defect which may paradventure be ex- 
tant in the Letter df the Teſtament, the 
more effectually to clear up and elucidate 
the true Deſign and Intention of the Teſ- 
tator, and thus a Man if fortuitouſly he 
ſhould be in a State of aon ſane Memorie, 
or do a Thing aon . ſui Juris at one Criſis, 
lucid. Intervals may. intervene. and accrue, 


or the Obſtacle ſuſpected may be ſatisfacto- 


rily cleared up and his Right well afligned 
to have been in he ne, or e W 


Not fa, but 8 ee are che Cir- 


— canch of the Caſe in queſtion before 


a Caſe notwithſtanding of greater Me- 


ment 


1 29 0 
one can poſſibly be, and yet handled with f6 
unaccountable Levity and Unworthineſs to 
the Dignity of the Subject; that a bare 
ſingle Prepoſition, ſhould beyond all rational 
it more Force and Preciſion of Argument 
vern and direct the Conſtruction not only 
of the whole Body of the Old Teſtament, 
but alſo ſhould damp and infect as it were 
with its pernicious Influence, the more glori- 
ous and enlightened Body of Goſpel Reve- 
lation. Strange indeed and "incredibly . true 
it is, that this ſingle Word thus tranſlated, 
ſhould bear ſuch an unprecedented ſway, 
and ſuch and ſo much uncontroualble Luſtre, 

as to darken and diſcompoſe the Minds of 
Men for ſo many ſucceeding Generations, 
and influence them to give up and forfeit 
all their boaſted Pretenſions for Ages paſt, 
to the favourite unerring Rules of Gram- 
mar, Rhetoric, Logic and exalted Philoſophy, 
ſo much and upon all other Emergeneies, 
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* — eſteemed, and inviolably 


attached to, as the peculiar Flowers and 


undoubted Fruits of human Reaſon, to f 


nothing of but rather to paſs in Silence and 
unnoticed the great noble and honourable 
Dommendations paid to the Wiſdom and 


Philoſophy of the Ancients in the gentile 


World, and thoſe laſting Monuments of 


Divinity handed down to us in their Works, 
where no ſuch a trivial and inconſiderable 
Caſt of vain Imagination is perceptible, or 
allowed any Shelter or Stay to reſt upon. 


In a word, every Text, Comment or Hias. 
tration contained in or - thrown upon the 


Holy Scriptures, ſeem to derive its Source 
"Hons this ſingle Particle of Grammar, and 
is guided, conſtrued and directed, as it were 
under, upon and by Virtue: of its 'baneful 


mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt the Law 
and the Prophets, or the Jargon of Inter- 
Preters put thereon, you will cafily perceive 
5 and put into Motion from this Fountain of 


* 5 Per- 


5 = 1 
eee eee eee 
Injuſtice and Prepoſſeſſion which tarniſi 
and miſguide theſe, have no ſeſs Influence 
nnd Effect on che Revelation of the Goſpel; 
and until theſe Qhaſms and Obſtructiont 

which impede the View of heavenly. Lights 
are removed, the fame Fate muſt 
attend the one Revelation us well as the other, 
and the Day Spring of Gaſpel Revelation 
will be equally foiled in the now entließ 
abounding Tides of Doubts and e 0e 
4 Direction will render er Syficem 
in things: Jpiritual, however defective and 
| howlocver ſhort it may fall in things dem- 
Poral, and if we can but have Courage 
and Reſolve enough to rouſe the Faciiltics 
. — ——— with 
dee of our infallible ſpiritual Guide 
| and DireQor, we moſt. affuredly- ſhalt lack 
Nothing, mare eſpecially ſhall we not need 

Jo ſmall a Portion of his tranſcendant Rx. 

| Pres as un 1 ſuffice ro effect che m 
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this Senſe ſo ande in 


4 ning elaborate Taſk, | n ane 


As I have therefore in ſome 
hd, to my own Satisfaction at leaſt; new 


modelled and. caſt a different Luſtre | upon 
the ſacred Diadem, charged to have been 
highly injured of its genuine Purity and 
Perfection, ſo with God's Aſſiſtance, I will 
venture to advance; but hat if alas 1 this 
8 Tranſlation ſhould be alledged to be on- 
ſtrued to my own private Purpoſe, and from 
a faſhionable Motive of ſiniſter Views only, 
What muſt then become of me, when I 
would attempt a Tranſlation of Enoch into 
Heaven, under the ſecond Parable, which 
our Saviour hath. evidenced under : that of 
a little Leaven hid in three Meaſures of ; 

Meal, think ye not my Chriſtian Readers, 
that I muſt undergo the moſt impetuous 
Storms of Cenſure and Reproach, little truly 
however will theſe avail, as I am better 
ſiatisfied how little Penetrability will or can 
await or be attendant upon them; I have 
| ſomething more pleaſing and intereſting in 


my Boſom that renders it impregnable to 
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f all the furious attacks, or Ade of che 


unwary and giddy Multitude, and inſtead 


of becoming a Sport, a Laughing-ſtock. or 
public Deriſion to the many; hope to be- 


come a ſingular Piece of Utility to the few, 


and an unmeaſurable Satisfaction to . | 


I: have, bleſſed be God, the Means, and. in 


Time will be enabled to produce better nd f 


more authentic au thority for what I advance, 
than the moſt. valiant Hero of Criticiſm 
dare to impeach or deride me with. 
This holy Man's Tranſlation I ſhall "Mi 
a; FP render as literally and as ſacredly true, 


and in the one only true and ſacred man- 


1 ner, as I ſhall the Doctrine of st. Paul upon 
the Reſurrection, at the final Change at the 
Sound of the laſt Trump, and that without 


any troubleſome Let or Ambiguity whatſo- 


ever, or under or by Virtue and Force of 


any irreconcileable dubious Particle, pom pous 
Maxim, or wreſting of Scriptural Texts in 


general to the uſe of peculiar ones in par- 


| ticular, no, far otherwiſe, as for Example, 
we have and now do tranſlate Job's original 


: Text from Hebrew, Greek and — in 
D plain 
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plain Engliſh Astan i in, or out of, 10 from 
the fame. Parity of | Reaſon and with the 
ſtricteſt "Juſtice to the, Dignity of the Sub- 


ject, I will tranſlate that 
b ſpititual Body, from the true and inder 


of a natural into a 


for the Reception of the Subject of Heave ＋ 


itſelf, and as a fit and 


ſuitable Gueſt, to 


receive, adore and enjoy its glorious and 


inimortal In e 
An gels. 


2 Saints and 


Add although PrepoſſcMon' or TNT Oe 


Minds of Men; and with 


tion is and are as difficult of aceeſs in the 


no leſs Fatality diſ- 


pellable, than ſome temporal Inheritahces and 


Tenures of Eſtates may be with the En- 


gines of the Law, and equal Difficulties may 
ariſe indiſtinguiſhably in either, yet both 
Inſtances allowed to be ſurmountable, I will 
with profeſs d Confidence and a good Grace 
proceed; but leſt it might be ſuſpected 
that I may have over and above and yet 
vat ſatisfactorily enough inlarged by way 
of Eclaireiſſement on Job's Text, and ſaid 
& little and ofatbfacorily too, to the 


aq 
1 


3 


Text 


1551 


wert in Queſtion? "of St. Paul, I would 
obſerve that the greater Streſs is laid 
upon the former to interpet the latter, and 
therefore and for another and other Cauſes 
which wilt opportunely follow, 1 ſhall for 
the pe efent after our Saviour's Example, 
made on andther Occafion, to obviate the 
now ſuſpectet Objeior n, put this Queſtion | 
by way of Reſponſe to the now miſinter- 
preted Text of the Apoſtle. How often 
doth this Temple of the Holy Ghoſt be- 
comme” the "Tabernacle or Manſion Seat of 
the Uving Devil? and truly I muſt confefs 
myſelf to lye under a very groſe Miſtake, if 
Tall h. eafter - be found to interpret this 
Tert Wrong when done in another Manner 
and Fiterally * too, for methinks the vac; 3 er 
ei ai reiſarot ir the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is in you, will the more juſtly 
in this Place bear the following Tranſlation, | 
which is that of the Holy Spirit, intended of 
the Soul of Man, which is in and animates 
| the corporal Temple, which k&hath of God 
and not of the Holy Ghoſt, as being the 
third 9 in the ever bleſſed Trinity, for 
D 2 were 
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[361] 

were this ſacred God ever and continually 
to reſide in the Heart of Man, where 1 ſhall 
ſhew his Soul principally reſides, we aſſuredly 
ſhould: ever find. falſified the Words of 
our Saviour Matth. xv. 19. where he/ faith 
«For out of the Heart proceed evil 
| T © Thou ghts, Murders, Ad ulteries, F ornica. 
tions, Thefts, falſe Witneſs, Blaſphemies.” 
Let this ſuffice for the preſent as an anſwer ; 
ſufficient to tbe Apoſtle's | 7 bal, and as 0 the 
n NN. Salp® (03 14 
It will beſt Gait and, correſ Pond th the 
Tenor of my Undertaking and the Argu- 
ments already advanced to make Choice of 
the latter or omitted Tranſlation of Job's 
Text, and this will coincide and harmoni- 
ouſly chime in with the Litany and our 

general Addreſs and Supplication to Heaven, 
when in the common Service of the Church 
of England we. pray, ce From Fornication 
« and all other deadly Sin, and from all 
„the Deceits of. Ls Weid, oF 
and the Devil. in et by 
Good n deer us. > en bit 


0 


15 1 


The World, the Fleſh and the Devil are 
profeſſedly./ the declared Enemies to the 
temporal, as well as to the eternal Felicity 


of human Souls, and yet howſoever pleaſing 


and familiar the contrary epidemical fond 
Diſtemper may range in the Boſoms of 
Mankind in general; how vain ſoever their 
Hopes and  howſoever vigorous and ſtrong 


their Inclinations, Appetites and Thirſt may 


be for the reunion of the Spirit with the 
Body, notwithſtanding one and all at 
Times moſt intereſting, do ſo much loath 
and abhor, and moſt ardently deſire to quit 
and get rid of it, howſoever glaring the 
Contrariety and Repugnaney may appear, 
whether in Terms or in Fact, yet cer- 
. tain it is, nevertheleſs, that the Voice of 
God every where in the Holy Scriptures ſo 
copiouſly abounding for our Inſtructions, 
. doth: and ever will moſt warmly and affect - 
ish teach and inſtruct us to have as little 
a theſe profeſſed Adverſaries to the eternal 
Exiſtence of our Souls; as the only and ſole 
Impediment and Obſtruction to their future 


1 | Bliſs 


and Converſation” as' may be, 
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ever held, ever pleaſingly familiar and entet- 
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Blifs and Glory, and why, and ſot no Mher 
or more perſuaſive Cauſe than that of their 
being a perpetual Hindrance, and the only | 
Enemies therefore of the moſt dangerous 
and at the fame time of the moſt inexorable 
and implacable- Caſt, and as ſuch ſhould be 


taining in and about us, ever ingratiating 
themſelves with and deluſively betraying us, 


and ever and without ceaſing impreſſing 


te! fatal Veſtigies of the old, and prompting 
our ſouls denouo into the various and innu- 
merable Scenes of all manner of atrocious 


Quilt, ever I ſaid in and about us, and to 


add Sin to Sinfulneſs, what is ſtill more de- 


Plorable in this dur probational State, ſo it 


is that the greater and more viſible Part of 
our Compoſition, is of the twain, the worſe, 


and the dangerous Enemy we have to en- 
counter with in order to preſerve, protect 
and ſave from Ruin the other inviſible and 
2 valuable Bleſſing that Man hath or 
can poſſibly bear any Relation to. Out 
a. pure Love and OP Regard for 

this 


[5394] 


thas it f is, that we are exprelily oinandelt 
to love one another, out of a like untaimtet 
and immaculate Love for this it is chat we 
are injoined to forego all manner of AMic- 
tions, and every Offence that under Heaven 
can be offered to the Body material, be it 
under what Stamp or Die foever it makes 
its appearance, and this becauſe it is che one 


and one only Jewel that is truly ineſtim- 


able, praiſe-worthy and worthy to be loved, 


and ſo infinitely and indefinitely to be re- 


garded. Out of pure and antainted affection 


for this it is that we are expreſſly com- 


manded to love even our common Enemies, 
Perſecutors and Slanderets; and not out of 
any perſonal Motive or Inducement we 
ſhould have to love or eſteem their natural 
Bodies more than our on, but from a 


pute Eſteem of their Oonnection wich their 
and our ſpiritual Souls, which may or may 


not peradventure deſcend from one and the 
fame ſacred Manfion of Heaven, with thoſe 


of our own, and where we again in the 
latter End ſooner, or later, may give thema 


Mecting, diſlinked and utterly diſengaged, 
9 | | from 
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from all cſi. Cavils, Broils and unac- 
countable natural Animoſities, Cares and 
Anxieties, in pure and untainted Embraces; 
with this it is that our Saviour faith “, Love 
your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, 
% do good to them that hate you, and 
« pray. for them which deſpitefully uſe 
.< you, and perſecute you,” thus as to our 
particular Regard, but as to the general, he 
himſelf as expreſſy commands us, to Love 
not the World, nor the Things which 
t are in the World, for he that loveth 
the World, bath not the Love of me 
Father in him.“ 2 

In this divine Precept of God incarnate, 
the whole and univerſal Creation or Maſs 
of Matter is abſolutely and indiſcriminately 


included, the whole and univerſal Species 1 


of Beaſts, Birds, Fiſh and Men, without 
Diſtinction, from the animal Man the 
ſupreme Lord and maſter of the viſible Crea- 
tion to the moſt minute Gnat of Inſects, 
and therefore we are not to * mag or 


” Marth. v. 44. 


7 put 
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put-« our Hearts upon them or any individual 
earthly Tabernacle found among them, but 
2 rather conſider them 48 moſt finite and tran- 
fitory and ſuch as muſt” be diſſolved, and 
the Words of the inimitable Comedian 
43 Shakeſpear,! as: uſed and applied upon the 

preſent Occaſion, _ are truly and divinely 


prophetic, and in this Senſe as ſuch ſhould 


be ms. received; thus 15 17 i 


< £ 
iter? 4 


2 Th The 3 Towers, 5 | 
de gorgeous Palaces, 
dhe ſolemn Temples, 
tte great Globe itſelf, 


on: cf ou all which 1 aa 4 of 

b 15 | hall; diſſolve, 5 5 oh = : 5 

1 A like: the balcles "© 
Fabric of a Viſion | 

eee = WAND: DORA, W k behi 
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And that ye may not "bo wanting 17 


further or other Proof from better and more 


infallible. Sanction and Authority, wwe need 


only conſult the : Word © of God as it is written 
4, | in 
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in the 2d Ho general of St. n TT 3), 20% 
en toons „M ion 1 14) s 
But ws Day of the LG, wil come as 
% Thief in the Night, in the which the 
“Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 
* Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt with 
« fervent. Heat, the Earth alſo and the 
« Works r are W ſhall be "NY 
ec up. - £241539% yum 90 
_ „ —f. FS all theſe Things hall 
22 be diſſolved, what Manner of Perſons 
«© ought ye to be i in all holy Converſation 
ce and Godlineſs. 18 1950! 5 
© Looking for 50 haſting unto the com- 
<« ing. of the Day of God, wherein the 
Heavens being on Fire ſhall be diſſolved, 
<« and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent 
“% Heat. e VM EY 
And what paradventure; if we ſhould 


now be at the Eve of this Diffolution, 
we ought, and therefore let us think, to be 
holy | in all Covetrfation and Godlineß, lot 
moft aſſutedly it will come "AS Thief in 
the Night; let us be ready and prepared to 


accept 


EF” 


accept and embrace the glorious and de- 
lightful Change, which will paſs upon us 
in the Twinkling of an Eye, for in that 
which hath been ſhewn to Man, we may 
rely, and reſt aſſured, that we ſhall then 
to our ineffable Comfort, Bliſs and heavenly 
Rapture, find in ourſelves and perceive in 


others, the unalterable Decree of God, veri- 
fied and teſted in the Exemplification of the 
two afore- mentioned Parables, we ſhall then 
ſee and perceive *. That the Kingdom 'of 
_ God may well be like 1 nn our 
Saviour hath reſembled it, 
t Is like 4 Grain bf Muſtard Seed, 
« which a Man took, and caſt into his 
e Garden, and it grew, and waxed a great 
« Tree: and che Fowls of the Air lodged 
ce in the Branches of it. | 

And again he ſaid, whereunto ſhall I 
“ liken the Kingdom of God? 

« It is like Leaven, which a Woman 
ee took and hid in three Meaſures of Meal, 
ce till the whole was leavened.“ | 


* Luke xiii. 18. 


The 


IT my _ — — — — 
= 
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The Grain of Muſtard Sebd, is in plain 
| Bögli, the Soul of Man, the great Tree 
his ſpiritual Body, the Leaven bears the 
ſame Interpretation, but as relative to to 
diſtinct States Man may be in, and the 
Truth of it as far as hath been already and 
may be hereafter illuſtrated, will be found 
in 1 theſe Words of our 8 Ir, where with 
I conclude this preliminary Diſcourſe *.. 

cc 15 is the Spirit eee the F len 
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REVELATION. 


conſiſtent therewith, ſhewn, their after In- 
congruity therein, exploded, upon the hereto- 
fore, ſeemingly irreconcileable Queſtion, of - 


the Reſurrection of IHE "uy in a material 
Senate. | 


TH EREBY, firſt the Dodtzine 6f | 
the Soul's Immortality, and a 
future State of Rewards and 
Puniſhments, is conſidered upon the Platonic : 
Syſtem, a Vindication of the Doctrine there- 
'on, with the Arguments made uſe of, by (| 
the pagan Philoſophers, as eſpouſed, and j 
quoted as Authorities by chriſtian Divines, hl 
thoſe of the latter, how conformable to, and i 


„ 3 


13 38 21 1 
| 8 the Obit Fs of the 1 
ing Doctrine with holy Wit, in the firſt 


| Inſtance, by a new Expoſition of Job's 
| famous Text, on the Reſurrection; and 


ſecondly, on that of St. Paul's, of the 
Body's being the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt; 

| with a Remonſtrance thereon, and a clear 

4 Demonſtration, of the Abſurdity of the 

| reigning Interpretation, conſidered briefly.in 
q the Specimen annexed, as an Eclairciſſe- 

Þ ment, and preliminary Diſcourſe, whereon 

} to form, an Aperture, to erect the Bvidener 

1 given in the holy Scriptures, and otherwiſe. 

1 "Thirdly, will be briefly anſwered, the 


contrary Doctrine of the Pagans, aſſerted 
under the Divine Legation of Moſes, in 


1 contradiction to that of the certainty of 
[ a future State, as held by them; the Divine 
| ; Legation itſelf, more at large expounded, 


and the conſiſtency of the very Doctrine, 
urged to ſupport a fallacious Syſtem, ſhe wu, 
with pure Revelation, new and is: —_ 

an inlet into Prophecy. 
WW *ourthly and laſtly, will conclude a 
9 firſt, wherein will be ſhewn, the human 
Soul, 


$32 


Soul, what ? under the Text, And Man be- 


came a living Soul, defined as a ſpiritgal, 


immaterial Subſtance, its form, perpetual 

Motion and chief-ſeat in the Heart, actuating 
tte animal Oeconomy, its original State of 
5 Creation, the Death it died, upon the Fall 
in Adam, his State, and how created, the 
glory of it in Paradiſe, and his would have 
been, final Tranſlation into Heaven, with- 
out being ſubject, to the now natural Peath, 
ſave for Tranſgreſſion, with a Reconciliation 


of Job's Text, as well with the Viſions 


under Prophecy, as wr” oy whole * of 
his OMP JOU 


' VOLUME o the Second: 


* 


Win continue Revelation upon 1 
proving by Goſpel - authority, Viſions, - and 
ſpecial | Revelation, the Congruity of the 
: preceding Doctrine, with the Proceſs of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt upon Earth, his Death, | 
Reſurrection and ſubſequent appearances i in 
196 F eh, and final aſcenſion i into Heaven. 
| E 25 Firſt, 


e 
Firſt, by the Goſpel, and ſecondly by the 
| Doarine of Saint Paul, and the other Apoſtles | 
thereon : Containing among many Viſions, 
and other various kinds of Revelation for ex- 
pounding the Scripture, a clear and lively 
Expoſition, of the Transfiguration upon the 
Mount, Man's final State, Soul and Body 
at the final Change, and total Diſſolution 


of Nature, the previous Deſolation men- 
tioned by the Prophet Daniel, with! a View 


of a New Earth. 
The Viſions, and ſpecial Revelation will be 


properly diſperſed throughout the Work, 


among which will appear, the exalted State 
of St. Paul, when lifted up to Heaven, and 
his Doubt whether in the Body or not ac- 
counted for, and explained, the State and 


wide Diſtinction between regenerate Souls 


under the Goſpel here, and thoſe ariſing 
from the Grave upon a general ReſurreQion; 
thoſe of the former how finally quickned, 
and immediately paſſed into Heaven, and 


| thoſe of the latter, how purified, | and 


quickned from the lethargic State of the 
Grave, 


151 


ah and Dregs of Matter, and  rexidered 
eternally happy or miſerable. * © 8 

The whole wrote from, 2 upon the 
Principles of Viſions and divine Revelation, 


By a Gentleman of, = Law. 15 


— 


- Col. ii. ver. 8, 9. Pro Jeſt any 


« Man ſpoil you through philoſophy and 


« vain deceit, after the tradition of Men, 
te after the redioants of the 1 lax and 
« not after Chriſt : 30081 


&« For in Him ji all the falnes of . 


* the Godhead ol; A 
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CONDITIONS. 


Firſt, this Work will be printed in two 
Volumes Octavo, on a ſuperfine Paper. 


Secondly, the Price to Subſcribers will be 
twelve Shillings, one half to be paid at the 
Time of Subſcribing, and the Remainder 
on delivery of the Work... 


„ 


"Thirdly, . A Liſt of Subſcriber N ames vin 
be printed. 


11 «. 


N. B. The Work is near com) pleat, and 
will be finiſhed, as ſoon as the Number 
can be aſcertained. 


Received 


1 
j 


Received the "hes of 
the Sum of Shillings, in full, 
as a Moiety due on the above-mentioned 
Subſcription. 
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To the PUBLIC. 


x may not Fa here improper, upon. th 

preſent extraordinary Occafion, to make 
Gas kind of Addreſs to the Public, whoſe 
Alarm no doubt, cannot be expected, other- 
wiſe than great, were it only from the 
natural Influence of fo magnificent a De- 
ſign, appearing in the Propoſals; but this 
alone merely, would be a Matter of very 
little Conſequence, as Title Pages and Deſigns 
of a Work are, in the general, ſo conform 
to, and do ſo artfully correſpond, with the 
_ outward Appearance of all human Actions, 


and therefore the better calculated to OE ul 


and enſnare the giddy and unwary Multitude, 


howſoever ludicrouſly idle, defective or in- 


F. t, the Work itſelf, "207 MG 
be in "op Execution. 


wy 
p © 


It is not, Aha under theſe Auſpices, 
nor under the Protection of any florid Strokes 
of Wit, ſparkling Rays of Genius, or any 


other ; 


2 oe > 
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Heaven, hid:under the Letter of Revelation 
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5 
ung. 


other ee or 1 — that 
the preſent Undertaking is effered to the 
Community, and were there no more ſacred 
Truths concealed under the Better of R y- 
VELATION, and intended to be fpiritualty 
diſcloſed, than what the Propoſals do af 
themſelves import, the Work itſelf would 
fall far ſhort of that Dignity and heavenly 
Garb, wherein it is deſigned to, and will 
-afluredly make its Appearance, and the u- 
thor would greatly wrong chimſelf and higlily 
_ the cauſe of Heaven, wherein he hath 

arked, did he not launch but further 
into the Deep, and illuſtrate che Arcana of 


new and old, in a more ample, \facred and 
intelligible manner, than any heretofore 


tranſmitted down to us, whether of foreiga, 
er domeſtic Production, und this too, alas, 


in a Light fo diſadvantageous, under our 
faſhionable Notions of Divinity, as may at 
che firſt Glance, be ſaid to he r 
ous in itſelf to e, to mention It. 


* 9 
f 20 


* 5 - N 1 Ml 6 N | 


[ a7 ] 
The Riſque muſt notwithſtanding be run. 
and the Defence of it, is not to be trifled 


with or neglected, though the Hazard per- 
adventure might endanger Succeſs; the Ob- 


them, neceſſarily be no leſs ſo. But think 
ye my candid Readers, that a Man may dare 
even to ſhew his Face, in a bare ackhow- 
ledgment of, and much Teſs fo, to av, 
bis Teſtimony of the ordinary, as well as 
extraordinary communication, which "the 


Spirit of God hath, or thay have, -with the 


Spirit, the Soul of Man, and this, at a time 
When the heavenly Bird is heard to warble 
in melodious Notes from the Pulpit and 
tell * us, That Vice and Irreligion ſpread 
like a Torrent among the common Peo- 
CY ple, When Chriſtianity 1 in its better Dreſs, 
Js | too much in the general, held to be 
merely nominal, and calculated only as it 
were, from ſelfiſh thotives 00 the lucrative 
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ſtacles lying in the Way, are confeſſedly 
immenſe, and ſo muſt the Taſk to ſurmount 
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Views of the Prieſt- Hood. and little or no 


way eſſential to the future Felicity of human 
Souls, nay, when the latter are even denied, 

Exiſtence in human Nature, and ſtand 
charged to have been purely a pagan Inven- 


tion, by a philoſophic Profeſſor of CENCE; 
45 ſecond Thou ghts. 


— At a Time when. the Doctrine of the 
Pagans, would make all nominal Chriſti- 
ans bluſh, at their Lives and Actions, and 
even ſtartle the better Sort, with the grace- 
ful Endowments veſted in their heavenly 
Souls; when the Chriſtian , Characteriſtic 
itſelf, is univerſally more legible, and better 
underſtood, in the out- lienes of Morality, 


than in the Opulency and Fervour of the 


Spirit, and balmy Unction of Heaven, 
plentiouſly diffuſed throughout the facred 
Oracles of God; when the holy Function 
of the Prieſt-Hood itſelf, diſunite, and draw 5 
with Acrimony and Invective, and expoſe 
one another, with Contumely and Diſdain, 


to public | Cenſure ; ſome for having too 


much, 


\ 


J 


is] 


Wucht others fo little, and others ſtill for 
having none at all, of heavenly Zeal or 
ſpiritual Ardour glowing in their Souls; 
When the Doctrine itſelf of a future State 
of Rewards and Puniſhments is perhaps 
now, more than ever canvaſſed 7 denied, 
and Authors upon Publications of theic 
Works, to our glorious Emolument be it 
ſpoke, are laid under a Neceſſity to diſ- 
tinguiſh themſelves in the public Papers, 


by the public Profeſſion of Believers in a 


future State. 


At ſuch an un - Crifis of _ 


Aff and under ſuch glaring Diſadvantages 


and ſeemingly unſurmountable Difficulties, . 
arduous muſt neceſſarily be the Endeavours, 
of a humble Advocate in the Law to battle 
and take up Arms without any prochein ami, or 
human aſſiſtance, to diſpute and contend for 


N the Liberties, Privileges and Immunities of | 


the Goſpel, ſed Deo dante nibil nocet Invidia, 
but as the Gift of Heaven is the Author's 


ooly peculiar Claim, he juſtly conceives 
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bimſelf beyond the reach of Envy, or the 
_ Malice of thoſe who publicly, and in the 


common News Papers, ſpurn againſt, and 
contemn, all manner of Heavenly Calls, with- 
out Diſtinction; ſo it is, and on the other 
Hand, Deo non dante Nibil proficit Labor, 
the Author: and all Mankind without the 
Direction of Providence, may work to 
Eternity, without any or the leaſt avail, 
and no benefit can enſue, and on this the 
Author reſts his Cauſe, and in ollurancy 
joins mo Poet. 


Neſco meum in Chr: iſto Corpus, * quid 


me, 


| Deſperare jubes ? Vemam quibus ille revenit, 


De morte calcate Vits. 


I "REV here ** obſerve to thoſe who 
may not be ſo properly qualified immediately 
to carry the connections, which depend be- 
tween the Propoſals and the Specimen, that 


the more connected and cloſe Application 


of the T ext, under which the Specimen is 
wrote, 


* 


[ 15 ] | 
wrote; is carried forward in the enſuing Dif- 
courſe, and that the Specimen itſelf, as re- 
commended to the Author to be printed, 
ſtands as it did originally in the courſe of 
the Work, and never was intended when 
wrote to be publith erwiſe than in 
the Body of it. 8 1 55 


1 5 | the Author. 
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